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KINGS PARK — ACHIEVEMENTS 

446. Ms E. EVANGEL to the Minister for Environment: 
I understand that Kings Park has won national and international accolades in recent times. Can the minister 
update the house on our magnificent park and botanic garden’s achievements? 

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
I am pleased to inform the house that Kings Park has recently been named by TripAdvisor Travellers’ Choice 
Awards as the best park in Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: That is only the beginning, Mr Speaker. They do not like good news. 

The SPEAKER: I call the member for Cannington and the member for Perth to order for the first time. 
Mr A.P. JACOB: Not only has the park been duly recognised as the best park in Australia, it has actually been 
ranked as the sixth best park in the world. That ranking puts it ahead of such renowned parks as the Luxembourg 
Gardens in Paris, the Singapore Botanic Gardens and St James Park in London. These all fell behind Kings Park 
in these international rankings. Indeed, member for Victoria Park, it is considered to be the best park outside of 
North America. This is actually the second year that Kings Park was awarded the title of Best Park in Australia. 
It is very gratifying to see it ranked sixth in the world, but also that this is the second year in a row that it is 
considered to be the best park in Australia. It is a fantastic accolade from travellers from around the world who 
recognise the natural beauty of our Kings Park. 
Kings Park currently receives about six million visits a year and many members may not realise that, at 
400 hectares, it is one of the world’s largest urban or inner-city parks. Its gardens are home to more than 3 000 
species of this state’s flora and over half of those are unique to Western Australia. This recognition has come hot 
on the heels of other awards that Kings Park has recently picked up, including the Sir David Brand Award for 
Tourism. Also, the Kings Park Festival won the gold medal — 

Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Earlier in question time, the Speaker commented on the fact that we have had so few 
questions. I put it to the Speaker that it is because the dorothy dixers from the government are taking such 
a long time. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: It is an abuse of question time and those opposite know it. 

The SPEAKER: The member for Midland has made her point. Bring it to a concise ending please, minister. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I absolutely will, provided I am not interrupted as I continue. As I said, Kings Park was also 
recognised with the Sir David Brand Award for Tourism and won the gold medal for a major tourist attraction 
for the Kings Park Festival. On winning the state gold medal for the Kings Park Festival, it then went to the 
national titles at the Australian Tourism Awards in February this year, where, against an impressive field of 
competitors, the Kings Park Festival won gold in the festival and events category. 

The importance of Kings Park is not just its appeal in a tourism sense as an iconic visitor destination, but Kings 
Park is renowned for scientific research, leading horticultural practices and for its very important public 
education role. I briefly take this opportunity to thank the more than 1 500 volunteers in this state who put their 
time into Kings Park. I give a special mention to the Friends of Kings Park. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: This is a waste of taxpayers’ money. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Are volunteers a waste of taxpayers’ money? 

The SPEAKER: How much more does the minister have? 

Mr A.P. Jacob: Two sentences. 

The SPEAKER: Two sentences. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: The member for Bassendean says recognising volunteers is a waste of taxpayers’ money. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: The minister is a waste of taxpayers’ money. 

The SPEAKER: I call the member for Bassendean to order for the first time. 
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Mr A.P. JACOB: These 1 500 volunteers put their time into that park. I also recognise the Friends of Kings 
Park that celebrated its twentieth anniversary last year, having been established in 1993. 

The SPEAKER: I asked the minister to wind that up and I think he has had enough time. 
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